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_ Miniſters — tbereunto. 


SERMON 


Preach'd at the 


ASSIZES, 


King, Lord Chief Juſtice of His 
Majeſty's Court of Common-Pleas. 


By GEORGE RatmonD, M.A. 


oy ny to. his Grace the Duke of 


Grafton. 
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Publiſbed at the Requeſt of the High-Sherif, 
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Put them in mind to be ſul ject to 
Principalities and Powers, to obcy 
Mag: rates, to be ready to every 

8 


8 


a e 


ly admoniſh'd, to render due Honour, 
to yield chearful Obedience, and peacea- 
ble Subjection, to thoſe whom God in 
his Providence {ſhould ſet over them. Put 
them in mind, SS c. You 
From which Words we fhall obſerve 
thek following Inftruttions. 
I. That 


* — 


I. That thi Reg, — and Proper 


Effect of Chriſt is to. dif} 

te Profeſſors werecf th every == 
Work only do Right 
And Honour to the 1 Reli: 
gion, who are readi 2 oh 
and chearfully exereiſed in all ood 


Things. 


n That Subjecion to Gdverncient 
is a great and neceſſary Good 'Work, 


to Which Chriſtians muſt be rea- 


dily diſpoſed, that 1 may ver 
and honour their Holy Religion. ny 


II. That there will always: be need of 
admoniſhing Chriſtians concerning 
this neceſſary Duty: And that it is 
the Office and Duty of Miniſters 
to be ſuch Monitors to the People 
committed to their Charge. 


The Great Deſign and Ger 
BRA of Chriſtianity, is to diſpoſe its 


Profeſſors to every good Work: And 


they only do Right and Honour to Chri- 
ſtian Religion, who are er diſpoſed 
unto, an chearfully exerciſed in all 
good TOP: 


| There 


WY 
There is a difference of Things upon 
| | Moral Account, Antecedent 'to any 
ofireve Inſtitution, or Revelation from 
God concerning them. Some Things 
are agreeable to our Rational Nature, 
perfeCtive of our Intellectual Being, be- 
coming us as Men, neceſſary for us as 
ſociable Creatures, who muſt live in 
Fellowſhip, and have mutual need 
and aſſiſtance from each other. G 
alſo the Author of our Beings hath inter. 
woven into our Conſtitution 
Affections and Difpolitions, which to 
cheriſh and exerciſe is fit and good: 
And the Works proceeding from them, 
and agreeable thereunto, theſe are ne- 
ceſſary and profitable for Men. Thus, 
to do Juſtly, to deal Fairly, to bear 
ood Will, to ee Beneficence, to 
accour the Afflicted, and relieve the 
Neceſſitous, to be aſham'd of baſe, and 
to eſteem worthy Perſons and Actions, 
to reverence God and our Parents, to 
honour and obey our Governours: Theſe, 
and ſuch like are agreeable to Nature, 
neceſſary for our State, accepted of God 


and approved of all Men. Neither are 
theſe Arbitrary Laws and Conſtitutions 
of God, changeable at his Will and Plea- 
 fure; but the neceſſary reſults of his 


- uunchangea- 


. 
unchangeable Nature, and that degree 
8 Being which he hath communicated 

If we had not Knowledge of theſe - 
Moral Excellencies, if we did not per- 

ceive (for Inſtance) Truth Righteouſ- 

' nefs and Goodneſs to be real Perfections, 

we could not have right Knowledge of 

God; nor be capable of any Revelation 

m Him. For altho' from the Works 
of Creation, we underſtand that an All- 
knowing and an Allpowerful Being muſt 
be rhe Maker of them and that He who 
made all Things is God. And tho? it is not 
reaſonable, to ſuppoſe Infinite power and 

Knowledge divided from all. other Per- 

fections: Yet we muſt firſt know afſu- 

redly what thoſe other Perfections are, 
before we can aſcribe them unto, or 
conceive of them in God. It is there- 
tore from this Image of God, in which 

He hath made us, that we learn His 

Moral Perfections of Truth, Righteouſ- 

nefs and Goodneſs; as we learn His 

eternal Power and Godhead from tlie Cre- 
ation of the World; Nor could we be 
capable of a Revelation from God, if 
we were not firſt ſure that He is Good 
as well as Great, Righteous and True, 
as All-knowing and Powertul. 

— Theſe 


e 
Theſe Things therefore, i. e. the 
Things of Truth Righteouſneſs and 
Goodneſs, are Original and Fundamen- 
tal; the Good Works to which we were 
at firſt. Created after the Image of God ; 
and for the help and furtherance of 

theſe, all -Divine Revelation hath been 
made; and to theſe Good Works we are 
Created again. in Chriſt Jeſus, the Son 
of God's. Love, and the Saviour of his 
lapsd Creation. 

The great Deſign and Buſineſs of Chri- 
ſtianity is to recover loſt Sinners, by re- 
newing the Divine Image in them: To 
reconcile them unto God, by reconciling 
the temper of their Spirits to the rule of 
Righteouſneſs. The Goſpel of God 
which bringeth Salvation to all Men, 
teacheth all who hope to be ſaved, to live 

ſoberly righteouſiy and godly in this preſent 

World, in order to obtain the Happineſs of 
nant 
Ihe two great Principles of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, viz. The Love of God and 
of our Brethren, are not idle and {luggiſh 
yy  - waagge. but vital and powerful Af 
fections, where they predominate and 
reign: And our Religion is nothing, un- 
leſs it becomes ſuch a vital Principle, a 

new Nature, a ſetled Temper and Diſpo- 
| ſition 


move naturally and ſtrely, according to 


| they would. 


— 


firion in us. And when it is fo, we ſhall 


this ſetledDiſpoſition and prevailingByafs. 
For Nature and Temper will ever ſhew 
it {elf when 8 invites: Th 

who are truely. Good, will proceed readi- 
ly eng io to every good Work. 
- Whatfoever Things are True and Juſt, 
Pure and Honeſt, Good and Lovely, Ver- 
tous and Commendable, they will mind 
theſe things: i. e. will make their account 
and reckoning by them, and ſtudy to be 
exerciſed and excel in them. A diſpoſiti- 


on to What is right and good, which is 


ſincere and hearty, prompt and effectual, 
reſembling the Divine Goodneſs, which 
& natural and immutable, free and un- 


_ conſtrain'd, unwearied and inceſſant; this 


is whar Chriſtians are to mind and in- 
tend, and what Chriſtianity truly re- 
ceiv*d doth form and effect in them. And 


thus it is that they muſt be ready to every 


xd Work; not as a task and burden to 
which they unwillingly ſubmit; but with 
the whole conſent of their Mind follow- 
ing that which'is good: likeing what they 
do, and doing it promptly, being. only 
diſpleaſed that they do it no better, and 
that they cannot do all the good which 


Thus 


bs. +. 
Thus only can we do right and credit 
to our Holy Religion, and honour to the 
Author of it. For God did not ſend his 
80on into the World, with all that wonder- 
ful train of Providence, apparatus of Pro- 
*phecy; and Seal of Miracles only to make 
a Talk and a Wonder; but that he might 
Redeem and Reform it, that all might be 
the better for his coming into it. This 
was a Deſign worthy of God, and a be- 
nefit that could be felt by Men; vis. That 
Parents and Children, Husbands and 
Wives, Princes and Subjects, Maſters and 
Servants all that have communication 
with, ſhould become the better for each 
other, by becoming Chriſtians. 
But what a monſtrous repreſentation 
of Chriſtianity and its Author, is that 
which the Church of Rome exhibits and 
- ſets forth in her ſetled Dockrine, eſtabliſh- 
ed Worſhip, and allowed Practice? As 
if the Son of God had been ſent into 
the World only to alter a few Ceremoni- 
es, to change the Names of Idols, to 
turn (for inſtance) the Pantheon- Temple 
into the Church of All-Saints; to eſta- 
bliſh a pompous Service, and a breader 
unbloody, in the room of the bloody car- 
nal Sacrifices; to ſet up an order of Ecele-. 
ſiaſticks independent upon and ſuperior 
| — unto 


«a * 


2 Ee 
unto. the Civil Powers; and truſt tillem 
with a Secret to fave Men's Souls with- 
out bettering tlleir Minds, or mending 


their Manners. So that if People be 


good Catholicks, 7, e. devoted to the Hi: 
erarchy with an implicit Faith and blind - 


beſides; Covetous,, Proud, diſobedient 
to Parents, without natural Affection, 
without common Honeſty, Unpeacable 
and Seditious, Rebels and Traitors, (and 
| what not) having only a fem n fl 
of Godlineſs but denying tie 
power thereof. 1 U I 
Lea there is nothing more evident, 
than this ſad Truth, that the Principles 
and Practice of the Romiſh Religion 
do make Multitudes far worſe than they 
would have been without it; and recon- 
cile them to ſuch perfidious Arts, and in- 
humane Barbarities, as humane Nature 
not ſo perverted by falſe Religion doth 
deteſt and abhor. But we have not thus 
unlearned Chriſt, and may God for ever 
deliver us from the Doctrine and Diſci- 
pline of ſuch Teachers and Maſters. Far 
better were it, there ſhould be no revea- 
Pd Religion at all; than ſuch an one, as 
doth deſtroy good Nature, gives Men a 
looſe from Truth and Honeſty, mes 
641. | them 


% 


Obedience, they may be what they pleaſe 


* 


| ('117) | 
them deem it a Merit to be Crue! and 
without Bowels, and renders them in ma- 
ny reſpects worſe than they would have 
been without it 00 
Me are by our Holy Religion called to 
be Saints, to be Followers of God as dear 
Children, by being Followers and Lovers 
of that which is good: To become new 
and better Men in all our Relations, and 
in every reſpect; and unleſs we be fo, we 
are not the better for the Profeſſion of it. 
For this is the great Deſign of Chriſtiani- 
ty, this is the genuine effect of it Where it 
zs truly receiv'd, that Chriſtians be fitted 
and made habile for, diſpoſed and ready 
unto every good Work. So much for the 
ö firſt Obſervation from the Words. 


II. The Second is, that Loyalty and 
Subjection to thoſe whom God hath ſet 
over us, is amongſt the good Works to 
which Chriſtians muſt be readily diſpoſed, 
f a very great and principal one. So the 
Argument is @ minori, it Chriſtians muſt 
— good their Profeſſion by their readi- 
neſs to good Works, then they can by no 
means fail in the Duty of Subjection and 
Loyalty, which is ſo neceſſary for com- 
mon Good and Welfare. 


Oo 
* 


B 2 Govern- 


= 
* 


—_—_—y 
us 1: Government is ordain'd. af 
Ram. xi. 4. God, and Rulers are his Mi- 
niſters for the good of Men, Law ful 
Government is the Security which under 
God we have for our Eſtates and Lives: 
And it is by a regular SubjeCtion thereun: 
n to, that we lead peaceable and 
Ms: quiet lives in Godlineſs and Hos 
ey. | | | 

| 7 hey therefore who revere God, will 
reverence his benign Inſtitution, ,and ho- 
nour the Miniſters of his Gaodneſs.. And 
they alſo who love their Brethren, will 
ſtudy to ſecure to them the benefit of — 
Government, by which proviſion is hap- 
pily made for the greateſtIntereſt of Men. 
Obedience to the Laws of God is our 
Allegiance to him, or true Religion ; and 
by it we do the greateſt good to our ſelves 
and others. And Obedience to the Laws 
of the Realm is Allegiance to the King, 
or true Loyalty ; by which we maintain 
and promote the publick Welfare, and 
our own. Theſe Laws are made for the 
maintenance of Right, and to reſtrain 
the Luſts and Paſhqns of unreaſonable 
and unrighteous Men: But he who loveth 


Righteouſneſs (as every one doth who lo- 


veth God) will readily and unconſtrain d 
yeild and maintain Right as the Law di- 
retts. my „ | Y Reli- 


— 


\ 


(13) a 
Religion therefore whoſe Rule, and 
Principle, is the love of God and of our 
Bretheten, is the beſt Baſis, and only Se- 
curity, of true, uniform, and laſting Loy- 
alty. But they who diſtinguiſh themſelves 
by profaneſs and immorality, can't be 
diſtinguiſhed. or truſted for their Loyalty: 
Becauſe the Principles thereof (Religion 
being excluded) are defective, mutable, 
and uncertain, As far then as oy one is 
a good Chriſtian, ſo will he he diſpoſed 
ad ready to this principal good Work: 
He will be well affected towards his Go- 
vernours, Obedient to the Laws, content 
and quiet in his Station, faithful to his 
Truſt, doing Right to the Community 
and to every Member of it. And tis ex- 
ceedingly for the Credit and Intereſt of 
Chriſtianity that all its Profeſſors ſhould 
be ſuch. Thus we are commanded, to 


ſubmit our ſelues to every Ordinance of Man, 
for the Lords Sake, 1 Pet. ii. 13. that by 


this well doing we may put to ſilence the igno- 
rance of fooliſh Men; i. e. ſtop the 4 wo 
of ungodly Cayillers; who can't deny 
that Religion to be good, which renders 
its Profeſſors ſuch good Men. It would 
have been a juſt imputation upon the 
Chriſtian Religion, and an unanſwerable 
Objeftion agaiakt it, if it had exempred a: 
| ny 


\ 


1045 * 
n of its Profeſſors from Subjection to Ci. i wh 
vil-Powers: Or if any by becoming Chri- 


ſtians, had been ſelf. wild and facti- 


ous, greater diſpiſers of Law, and di- 


ſturbers of Order and Peace, than other 
jects, But it was on the contrary the 
glory of Chriſtianity, that its Profeſſors 
could appeal even to their bittereſt Ene- 
mids (as Jad — Lactantius, and o- 
han: ) that a them were not found 
the 8 ious and Factious, 
the Betrayers blick Truſt, or purloin- 
ers of the a Tee or ſuch Who 
would rice the publick Peace and Wel- 
fare to aggrandize themſelves, and build 
their Houfes upon the rains of their Coun- 
In the matters of Religion they did 
N differ from what was eſtabliſhed, 
chooſing to obey God rather than Man; 
but in all Civil reſpects, in rendring due 
Honour Tribute and Cuſtoms, in quiet 
Subject ion and peaceable Behaviour, there 
were no Subjects more ready and chearful 
than Chriſtians : Who did all this not out 
of Fear, or by Compulſion, but out of a 
ready and willing Mind, for Conſcience 
towards God and for the love Gf their 
Country. If the Government was eaſy to 
them, they ſhewed a greateful Reſent- 
r and were ſtudious to make - O- 
| thers 


y (5) _ 
thers eaſy under it as well as themſelves. 
If other-whiles'the Government was hat? 
der towarJs them, ſtill they were quiet 
and peaceable, meek and patient, as be- 
came the Diſciples of Chriſt. Thus they 
Qiſed their holy Religion, and thete- 
by did Right and Honour to it. For ſo is 
the Will of God, and the Mind of Chriſt, 
that Chriſtians ſhould be eminent Pat- 
terns of ſuch well doing, ready and forwa 
to this principal good Work. xx 
' Hereby we ſerve the Providence of God, 
who hath ordained Government for the 
Good .of Mankind. We purſue the End 
of our Being as ſociable Creatures, and fin 
our private Intereſt and Welfare in that 
of the Community. We pay a juſt Grati- 
tude to our Rulers for the great Care they 
take of us, and for the great Benefits we 
enjoy by them. By this we ſhew our Love 
to our Country, which is a natural and 
worthy Affection, and that we have its 
Tranquility and Welfare truly at Heart, 
which can only be ſecured by a chearful 
Concurrence of all its Members, when 
every one attends to the Duty of his pro- 
per Station, and yields to all others their 
reſpective Rights and Dues. 
True Loyalty is not »oify Tattle; nor 
ceremonious cringing to Superiors, for pri- 
vate 


0 16 1) 
* and ſiniſter. Ends: but a deep Senſe 
common Good; hearty Affection for our 
Country and_Fellow Citizens, and a due 
Reverence of the Divine Inſtitution, all 
concurring to render us obſequious and 
reſpectful to Superiors, juſt and equal to 
our Fellow Subjects, obedient to Laws, 
faithful to Truſt, quiet and peaceable in 
doing our own Buſineſs, and tender of the 
ghts of the Community, and of every 
ember of it. | 
This is that Allegiance, Subjection and 
Loyalty, which hath Worth and Com- 
mendation both with God and Man. This 
is a good Work of the greateſt Magnitude; 
by which we profit many, maintain the 
Peace and Order of the World, honour 
God, and ſerve tlie great Ends and Pur- 
poſes of his benign Providence: and there- 
tore Chriſtians muſt be readily diſpoſed 
for, and chearfully exerciſed in this good 
and neceſſary Work. And yet, 
aly, There is need that Men be admo- 
niſhed and put in mind of this great and 
neceſſary Duty ; and Miniſters muſt be 
ſuch Monitors to their People. Put them 


It is indeed ſtrange, that there ſhould 
be ſuch need to put them in mind, of that 
which is as much their Iztereft, as their 
| Duty. 


(17) 
Duty: What! muſt the Mariners be ſo- 
lemaly called upon, to ſee to the Safety of 

the Ship in which they fail, and not to 
riſque: their Fortunes and their Lives b 
neglecting every one his Charge; nor ſut- 
fer the Veſſel and themſelves to periſh in 
a Storm; . whilſt. they fooliſhly contend. 
who. ſhall be at the Helm, or which of 
them {hall be Purſer, Pilot, or Boatſwain. 
Vet ſo it is, that true Loyalty being the Ef- 
fect of right and well ſettled Principles re- 
quiring the Concurrence of many worthy 
Affections and virtuous Diſpoſitions, and 
oft times interfering with indulged Luſts 
and Paſſions; there is eie that Men 
be called upon to conſider rightly, and to 
ſubdue unreaſonable Luſts and Paſſions, 
that they may mind and follow their true 
Intereſt, Therefore the Apoſtle adds in 
the following Verſe, that they be alſo ad- 
moniſhed to ſpeak Evil of no Man, to be no 
Brawlers, but gentle, ſhewing all Meekneſs to 
all Men. For even Principle it ſelf, will be 
ſometimes too weak for rebellious Temper. 
A Man may be convinced that ſuch a Pra- 
ctice is wrong, that it is a Crime which 
Men will puniſh, or a Sin which God will 
judge: bur ſtill if their Reliſh of Things be 
crols to Honeſty, if Pride, Paſſion, or Self- 
love predominate in them, and give their, 
Spirits 


(165 


Spirits a wrong Turn and Biaſs, their Con- 
duct will infallibly run that way. What- 
ever Profeſſion Men make, or however 


the _ think themſelves to be religious 
per loya 


whilſt all things run ſmooth with 


their Inclinations and Paſſions : yet when 
their darling Luſts, or eſpouſed Intereſts are 
croſfed, they often find themſelves in ano- 
ther Diſpoſition; and too prone to prefer 
their private Intereſts, or Factions, na 
their Follies and their V ices to the Publick 
Welfare. 8 2 
Jonah (tho a good Man in the main) fell 
mto a violent Fit of Paſſion for his own Re- 
333 and then had no manner of Con- 


eration of what others might ſuffer: ra- 


ther than the Imputation of a falſe Prophet 
fhould light on him, let the whole City of 
Niniveh periſh wherein were more than 
Six-ſcore Fhoufand innocent Perſons who 
could not diſcern between their Right 
Hand and their Left, ch. 4. 11. It is no un- 
common thing for Men to ſacrifice publick 
Peace to private Opinion ; and the Welfare 
of the Community to their ſingular Con- 
ceits and darling Fancies, be they never ſo 
odd and unreaſonable: and without any 
ae to the publick Miſchief that may 


enſue, to riſque and hazard every thing 
r than ſubmit to the Difreputation (as 


6. they 


N 
2 


(19) 

they fooliſhly tmagine) of having been' in 
the wrong. | S701 
Thus at preſent, is it not for the Sake of 
certain Opinions which (new and ſtrange 
as 7 hy yet) have been eagerly eſpou- 
ſed, that the Publick Peace has been di- 
ſturbed? That the wretchedly dubious Title 
of 'one Perſon is maintain'd, not only a- 
— the lawful Poſſeſſor of the Throne, 
ut even without any Conſideration of the 
many Thouſands of innocent Perſons who 
muſt periſh, and the Families which muſt 
be ruin'd in the Quarrel; without any Re- 
gard to our good Laws, our Civil Rights 
and Liberties, our well reform'd and eſta- 
bliſh'd Religion, and even all that ſhould 
be dear to a Proteſtant and an Engliſhman? 
All muſt fall a Sacrifice to ſome Mens Re- 
putation ; all muſt be given up, rather than 
re- conſider the Matter, and own a Miſtake, 
Again, if Luſt of Power and Domination, 
has given a Turn to the Minds of Men, if 
the Deſire of being Great, or raiſing a For- 
tune has got the Poſſeſſion of their Fancy, 
and given a Biaſs to their Spirits; what 
Principle is there ſufficient to ſtop, or cor- 
rect their violent Motion ; or how can ſuch 
ambitious Men be ſubject to Government 
farther than may conſiſt with ſetting up 


themſelves ? 
| C 2 When 
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When Jeruſalem lay in Aſhes, and in a 


manner {till ſmoaking (it being ſcarce Two 


ſolate, and a very few of the meaner fort 
only of the People, under the Government 
of Gedaliah remain'd in it; none of theſe 
moying Conſiderations could allay, or fad 
SpeQacles divert, the Ambition of Iſhmael ; 
Jer. 41. but he form'd a Conſpiracy, mur- 
der'd the Governor, ſeiz d the Government, 
and ſet himſelf over that wretched Hand- 
ful of his Countrymen; {lew many of them 
ſcattered the reſt, and occaſion d their Re- 
moval out of their own Land where the 
Chaldzans had left them. Thus doth Affe- 
ccation of Power blind the Eyes and hard- 
en the Hearts, and ſhut up the Bowels of 
aſpiring Men: fo that they only forecaſt 
how. to compaſs their Ends, not regarding 
ou will be the Conſequences of their do- 
ing ſo. 1151 | 
It is needleſs, and would be tedious, tq 
remark all the vicious Inclinations, and vi- 
olent Paſſions, which are apt to pervert and 
diſturb Mens Spirits; and to make them 
oft times inhabil for, and averſe to this ne- 
ceſſary awd and ſingularly: good Work of 
.briftian Subjection, and ancorrupt Loyalty. 
laye not our ſelves ſeen, how the moſt un- 
2+ account; 


Months from the burning of the City and 
Temple) and the whole Country was de- 


I (a) 
accountable Animoſities and fooliſh Partia- 
lity, have over-born all the boaſted Princi- 
ples of Loyalty; and thoſe who aſſum d it 
as their diſtinguiſbing Character, not able to 
maintain it any longer than whilſt the Idols 
of their Fancy are ſet up; and the whole 
Adminiſtration committed to their Fond- 
lings ; tho? thoſe Idols (to uſe the Apoſtle's 
Phraſe) were nothing in the World, or at leaſt 
; in nothing ſo tranſcending all ethers, as to 
make their being in Power, a neceſſary 
Condition of continued Loyalty, to their 
blind Adorers? Have we not ſeen them 
contradicting all their loud Profeſſions, by 
railing Tumults, fomenting Sedition and 
Rebellion, or at leaſt looking with Content, 
or with a cold Indifterence upon the At- 
tempts of Rebels, to ruin our happy Go- 
vernment, upon which all our preſent Wel- 
fare, and that of Poſterity doth entirely de- 
pend ? How eaſy do they ſeem to ſee their 
Country involved in a deſolating Civil 
/ War, or threatened with a perpetual Set- 
tlement of Popery and Slavery, the Two 
moſt dreadful Plagues on this {ide Hell ? 
And wherefore all this, but becauſe the 
Publick Adminiſtration is in the Hands of 
ſome whom they like not, or have been 
made angry withal, tho' they know _ 
8 „ 


(22) 3 
why ; nor are able to charge them with 
any arbitrary or miloatuchinAration Te 

Upon thele and many like Accounts it 
is needful that Men be put in mind of this 
neceſſary Duty: and it is the Miniſters Part 
and Office to be their Monitors to that 
End and Purpoſe : Put them in mind 8&c. 
Not, that Miniſters: ſhould make State 
Creeds for the People, or impoſe upon them 
their fancied Schemes or Syſtems of Poli- 
ticks ; that they ſhould preach up one 
while Tyranny and Slavery, or encourage 
i ay _ Rebel at _ _ 

{houl 7 Or V u | 
= firibort ce led their Credit and ” 2 
thority with the People, according as the 
Preacher is in, or out of Humour, as ma 
ſerve a preſent Turn, or as he takes his 
View of the Way to Preferment. This 
ſurely is not the Work of the Miniftry to 
which we are called, not that preaching of 
the Goſpel which is committed to us. | 

Neither are Miniſters to determine of 
dubious Titles, or declare how the Succeſſi- 
on in the Throne is ta he limited and ſet- 
tled. Our great Lord and Maſter would 
not be a Tu e or Decider of ſuch Contro- 
verſies, much leſs may his Miniſters be fo. 
This can only appertain to the Legiſlature 
in every Nation; becauſe the —— 


1 ( 23 3 wy 1 

Which determines ſuch Points muſt be de- 
ciſive and uncontrollable : for otherwiſe 
every one who can raiſe à Scruple, may if 
he pleaſeth draw his Sword, and (if he can) 


raiſe Forces alſo and a Civil War; and en- 
tail Bloodſhed and Miſery and Devaſtation ' 


upon his Country. And fo Government, 
which was deſign'd for the Peace and Safe- 


of Mankind, will become the greateſt 


uſe of their fierceſt Contentions and moſt 


dreadful Calamities. And if doubtful Titles 


contrary to legal Settlements, may be forci- 


bly eſpouſed by private Perſons, and every 


ſuperior Probability (ſeeming ſo to them) 
may juſtify Attempts of ruining the legal 
Settlement, then no Government can poſ- 
ſibly be quiet and ſafe. And ſurely that 
Principle is not to be admitted as true, and 
ſerviceable in any Government, which if 
admitted would diſturb and unſettle all. 
Theſe Things therefore are not within 
the Miniſters Province; nor do they mag- 
nify but diſparage their Office and them- 
ſelves by meddling in them. But they muſt 
teach and inculcate, Reverence of God and 
his wiſe Inſtitution, of his V icegerents, and 
of thoſe ſolemn Oaths by which we pledge 
our Allegiance to them. They muſt ſhew 
and urge the Duties of Honour and Grati- 
tude to our Governors; of Obedience to the 
| Laws; 
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Laws; of Fidelity in Truſts and Offces, 
of Kindneſs and Good-Will to our Fellow- 
Subjects; of iet and peaceable Behaviour 
They dan del. the People © ſpeak Ei 
muſt teach the e to ſpeak Evil 
of no Man, much leſs of their Rulers; that 
that they be not Buſy-bodies in Matters 
not belonging to them; meddle not with 
Things that are above them; cenſure not 
the Councils and Acts of chelr Governours, 
of which they cannot be competent Judges, 
but minding well and doing honeſtly their 
on Buſineſs, leave to others that which 
belongeth to them: That they be not 
2 and Self will d, Contentious and 
Inſolent; but gentle towards all Men, ru- 
ling their own Spirits and governing their 
Paſhons with Make an an Wiſdom, 
"Theſe, as they are Great Duties of Chri- 
ſtian Religio 1 they are Conſtituent Prin- 
ciples of F Chrillan Loyalty; and theſe 
things are good and profitable for Mens If 
we can thus perſwade Men to be good 
Chriſtians; we ſhall effectually make them 
bod Subjects; and they who receive the 
nefit of ſuch Miniſterial Labour, (both 
the Perſons, and the Publick of which they 
are a part) will chearfully acknowledge it; 
and eſteem us highly in love for our Work's 
ſake, And certainly * A ede 


9). 
if ever there were occaſion for 4 
than ordinary Attendance on this 

the Miniſtry, we of this Church 
ion have lately fecn a very fad 
iſhing one; in the moſt cauſeleſs 


and 
and fooliſh, the moſt unnatural and gry 
nicious Rebellion that any Age hath ſeen 
or heard of. In which profe&'d Prote- 


ſtants and ſworn Subjects, are joined with 
declar'd Enemies and bi Papiſts, to 
overturn our happy Conſtitution in Church 
and State; to deſtroy a Proteſtant Prince 
and ſet up a Popiſh one; with the Blood 
and Ruin of their fellow Chriſtians and 


Countrymen, to depoſe à King govern- 
ing 1 and duch ing the Welfare of 
his People, call'd to that Government by 
their earneſt wiſh and defire, by the 
wonderful Providence of God, and by tlie 


known Laws of this Realm; and to ſet 
up an Arbitrary, irritated Pretender, at- 
tainted by Law, and abjur'd by all the 
Pecol . 


Good God! into what dregs of Time 
are we run, into what degeneracy of 
Manners, what infatuation of Spirit and 
want of common Sence are we fallen? 
That they of the Romiſh Church ſhould 
affect ſuch a Change, and attempt fo in- 
troduce a long train - Popiſh * : 
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for the effectual ſetting up of their own 
Religion, and the certain ruin of ours, 
this is not ſo much a wouder. It is a 
Merit with them, by all ſorts of means, to 
ſeek the advancement of their Superſtition, 
and the rooting out of what they call He- 
- rely: And if they riſque their Fortunes and 

their Lives in ſuch an Undertaking, they 

doubt not of an ample Recompence in 
this World, or in the next. But ſurely Pro- 
teſtants Who diſclaim all Merit, will not 
make it one, to be inſtrumental to the in- 
troducing of Popery. And what then can 
mo propound in the Exchange, or with 
What Views could they engage in ſo horri- 
ble an Enterprire? 8 


„What is that Peatl of Price for Which 


they venture their All, and will fail 
through a Sea of Blood to Come at? And 
why, will they embark on the ſame Bot- 
tom, With known and cruel Enemies; 


Who have always deceiv'd their Confi- 


dents, and dare not do otherwiſe, being 
(as they think) aw pain of Damnation 
obliged and conſtrained to do ſo? ea 


what is that Exchange which they will take 


for their Souls, which are forfeited unto 
God by the moſt deliberate: and wilful 
Perjury? Or with what Dazzling Proſpect 
are their Eyes ſo blinded, that they ſee = 
* . 4 tne 


/ 


62 
the horrible Pretipice upon which the 
Walk, but imagine themſelves dy ir 
ing Oaths with an intent to break them; 


becauſe they can't refuſe to take ther 


without great Inconvenience ? : Doth not 
ſuch a Suppoſition render all Aſſurances of 
Fidelity precarious and inſignificant, des 
ſtroy all mutual Truſt and Confidence, 
and fapp the very Foundations of Society? 


And may they not with as good a Grace 


(according to this Leviathan Principle) Ab- 
jure their Religion, deny their Saviour, or 
commit the greateſt Vilany; to fave their 
ſtake, or avoid what they Account an intol- 
lerable Inconvenience ? But who hath Re- 
vealed to them this Myſtery of Iniquity, and 
how come Proteſtants to publiſh ſuch a 
Salvo for Perjury, Which Papiſts are a- 
ſham'd to own ; and when the more con- 
ſiderate amongſt them, chooſe to ſubmit to 
the Penalties rather than to take the Oaths 
without Faith and True Meaning? 

What has affrighted theſe Men into ſuch 
a Fit of Frenzy; is there any State Grevi- 
ance too heavy to be born, any Oppreſſion 
which might make a wiſe Man mad ? Yea Can 
they find the leaſt Matter of Complaint, 


except (as hath been faid) that all the I. 
dols of their Fancy are not ſet up? But it 
every one may move Sedirion, or raiſe Re- 


D 2 bellion, 


(a9. 


bellion, when himſelf and his Friends are 
ing to his Wiſh; Can 


not-preferr'd a 
there ever be any Peace or Quiet, can 


there be any End put to Diſtraction and 


Conſuſion? | 4 7 
What then, are they ſcared with Ap; 
rehenſions of Arkitrary Power, in thi 
eign of a Prince who Ruled with all 
Juſtice and Equity when his Mil was Law; 
and hath made the Law, the ffra;: Rule 
of 7 er oo noe he hath 
moſt wi romiſed, and Sworn 
Govern by it But if che Rebellion 2. 
the Pretender ſhould ſucceed, muſt there 
not be an End of Law and Liberty for 
ever? Muſt not that be maintain'd b 
the Sword which is got by it? And will 
not Arbitrary Power be abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry, to ſupport a Dominion, and a Religi- 
on, both contrary to Law; and to execute 
the Uſyrper's Dire Revenge upon thoſe 


who have not only ahjyred, but reſiſted 


him to the utmoſt ? 


Whence then this Pannick? Are they ſo 


weak as to be terrified with that ſorry 
Bughear of the Churches Danger; a Con- 
trivance of ſuch who were ſeaſt her 
Friends, kept up and abetted by her known 
and mortal Enemies? But is the Church 
of Rome then become the . of the 
: 5 | wrc 
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Church of 
Faith ? Is ſhe at the Ex wch 
Treaſure, and hath ſhe engag'd her Sons 
to venture their Fortunes and their Lives, 
for the Defence and Preſervation of that 
Church, which hitherto ſhe has been reſt- 
leſly attempting by the moſt wicked trea- 
cheraus and violent Means to ruin and 
deſtroy ? How and whence comes this 
ſtrange and ſudden Change; or rather 
what an Inſult is it upon the common 
Senſe of Mankind to impoſe,” and what an 


Infatuation is N heed, to ſuch a 


Groundleſs Ogtc Danger, or ſuch a 
Wild Propoſal Securit 4 Which 15 moſt 


monſtrous, the Shameleſs Impudence of 
thoſe who give out ſuch Fictions, ar the 
Stupid Inſenſibility of thoſe who give any 
credit to tem > 6 

Or finally, Is it Zeal of doing right 
to an injur'd Perſon (as they imagine) that 
inſpires this 1 5 But who made them 


Judges and Deciders in Controverted Ti- 


? Or (to their Cauſe at the ve 
beſt) is the Rohr of one Uncertain Perſog, 
which was rejected at firſt, for want of 
that Proof which might if it had been real, 
and certainly would have been given of 
it; which is now become incapable of any 
ſufficient Proof, or any other Deciſngn | but 
| hat 


England. and [Defender of her 
pence of ſo much 
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come ſo very clear, th 


(Cod de chanked) are a, 


Point of Right, atte 
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that of the Sword ; is this, e 6 fee. 
garded than the Lives of Lane 
and the Certain Naß, 20 
Preſer vation of the Hole Ech 2 q 
Or is the pretended Title at lengtli he- 


it 1 ak 
y diſputed, by Perſons as wiſe 107 
neſt as themſelves ; and muſt theſe who 
t Kc 
both in Number and Va ue, be all de- 
ſtroy'd, for keeping the Oaths which res 
have' truly and honeſtly taken, and for n 
conſenting to-ruin 'a Govern nent, whit 
they veriſy believe to be well and rightly 
ſetled; agcording to to all dhe I. we of 'Go 
An d Man? C4105 oi: 
And if theſe furious Zeal ww in ths 
wrong, how. heavy will be the Guilt 


ſuch horrible Miſcheif, and A e ee 


cent Blood wich muſt 

But howcorrie they to be J Very / Conſe. 

enſcious, and Zealouſly's ed i in ks one 
nke's e * 

Conſequences, if th e mi aken; w 

— nr ce other Maiters, 


where the Truth is olga, * the Right 
clear, and thEConſequentes falutary : ? Sure- 

n the whole it remains, that Pride 
and Anithoſity, Diſcontent with their Sta- 
frens and Fortunes, Luſt of Domination 


and 
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and Power, or ſome like File | "FP 


hath' blinded their Minds and bBarder', 

their Hearts, to dontrive the Deſtruction 
of: their Lawful Sovereign to whom they 
had Sworn Allegiance, the Subverſion of 
the Eſftabliſh'd Reform'd Religion, and of 
that well conſtituted Church of which 
they profeſs themſelves Members, and the 
Ruin of their Native y by an inun- 
dation of all/the: Miſery Which is ever 
conſequent to Popery and Slavery. And 
further, to have nothing in view for all this 
Miſchief, but either the Diabolical Pleaſure 


of ſeeing thoſe deſtroyed firſt, whom they 


Hate and Envy; or the acquiring for them« 
ſelves Power and Preferments by ſuch in- 
famous Methods, which they muſt hold 
likewiſe by the. moſt wretched and preca- 
rious Tenure. It is therefore for want of 
_ Chriſtians that they are become Re- 
CS. 
But God be praiſed who hath in great 


meaſure deliver d our Gracious Sovereign, 


and this Church and Nation, from ſuch 
accurſed Machinations: and in whom we 
truſt that He will ſtill deliveg, May He 
open the Eyes of all, who 1. been im- 
poſed upon by any Specious Pretences, or 
the impudent Fictions of theſe unnatural 
Conſpirators; and revive and Vs 

their 


theit L 


Church and Nation had been puſh'd be- 
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Bee AR h were uſed to have ſeduced 
them into Treaſon and Rebellion; or at 


leaſt, to have made them look on With a 


cold indifference, till the Deſtruction of the 


yond Recovery, and themſelves inevitably 
myolved in the Ruins. May He daily in- 
ſpire all of us more and more, with a juſt 
Eſteem and Honour of our Wiſe and Good 
King, a hearty Affection for our happy 


\ Conſtitution in Church and State, a be- 


coming Zeal for our holy and truly Re- 
form'd Religion ; and put an End to 3 
. Diviſions, and fatal Animoſities, b 171 
1 to ſee, and enclining us to 
Things which belong to — Peace, bes 


fs they be hid from our Eyes. 
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ay by a generow Sen e : | 
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